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AMES^OMENTS TO THE CLAIMS : 

1 . (Currentiy amended) A method of loading a container with a defined quantity of 
product powder which comprises the steps of 

providing a perforated p late in Ihe form of 3 pSana r disk having piura; perforations 
arran fied in a circuiar path on the disk, each perforation extending from 8 first 
opening in a first side of the disk to a second opening on a second side of the disi<:i 

IQd 

a first director biade spaced fro m the first side of the disk: 

the method aiso comprising the step of: 



blade witii powder bsinc dispossd on : 


; U; li ;JWS lUiiSlMU iJiCflK: «!i(J lOtSiU i!i^s>. uiiBl^iUi 

;he first side or the perforated plate on 3 first 


path thereon which is differerst from the circuiar pain; 


and the tristhod further cornpfisinq Lhe 


foiiowina steps wniie tiiere is said relative 



bs) closing off a one of the i3erfo rations in the disj< p.v insertin g, a biankinq pin into the 

perforation through the second ope-' i-c: ;;>-;K94&Fate4-plate: 

c) directinp powder f ro rn the first p ath onto tl-e circuier pat h: 

db) directing powder on the circuiar path Into said cicsed-off pertoration by the 

sweeping action of a tirst director b i 3d&-sf>a^';ec-4f<^v-saki-^epfQ=ate ti ' ■ p iale; af^d 

e ) cor?u>^^ctinq said powder in the cios ed-oif perforation by irisertinq a compacting pin 

into the dosed -of? perfor ation throu a h th e first opening; and 

f-c) transferring the corripacted p owder contents of the perforation to said container 



t hrough th e second opening b y wit hdrswina the biani^ inq piri fror;- ihe perloration 



throuDh the second ooenina to reopeji 


trie perloration. Diacinq the container in 


reaistration with the second oDensnq as 


id rnoviriQ il-io con^pactinq pin towards the 


second opening to transfer the oon^oai 


uec; powdsr contents into the container ? 



2. (Originai) A method according to claim 1, wherein the first direotor biade is heid 
static and the perforated plate rriove^ in rotary fashion reiattve thereto. 

3 ' 9. (Caneeiled) 
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10. (Previousiy presented) A method according to claim 1, wherein the first ciirector 

blade presents a forward acute angfe to the path of relative motion. 

1 1 . (OriginaS) A method accofding to d&im 10, wherein said forward acute angle is 
between 1 and 80''. 

1 2. (OrigmaPi A method aocording to clairn 11 , wherein tie forward acute angle is 

between 5 and 25°, 

13. (Previously presented) A method according to ciaim 10, wherein the first director 
blade presents multiple forward acute angtes to the path of relative motion. 

1 4. (Original) A meftrod according to cfiaim 1 3, wherein the first director blade is 

cupped in form, 

1 5. (Originai) A method according to claim 13, wherein the first director blade Is 
articuiated in fortn. 

16. (Previously presented) A method aGcordlng to claim 15. wherein the first director 

blade has a flat tail section, 

17. (Prevtousiy presented) A method according to claim 1 . wherein a thin layer of 
powder is ieft on the perforated plate after movernent of the first director biade. 

18. (Original) A method according to claim 17, wherein the depth of said thin layer of 

powder is from 3 to 20 mm, 

19. (Original) A method accofding to claim 18, wherejn the depth of said thin layer of 
powder is from 4 to 8 mm. 

20. (Currently amended) A method according to ciaim 1, wherein the powder is 
further direstsfefe directed into the perf oration by at ieast one subsequent director 
blade. 
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21. (CurreoteV aniended) A memod according to claim 20, wherein the at least one 
subsequent director blade moves aiong the first skie o f the perforated piate at a 
iower level ftan that of the first direetor blade. 

22. (Origirtai) A method according to claim 21, wherein the distance between the 
level of mov^ertt of the first director blade ar^d the at feast one subsequent director 
blade is 0 to 12 mm. 

23. (OrigirjBi) A rtiethod according to claim 22, wherein the distanpe tetweeh the 
level of movement of the first director biade and the at feast one subsequerst director 
blade is 1 to 3 rnrn, 

24. (Currently amended) A metiiod according to daim 1, additior^aliy comprising the 
step of removing excess powder from said cifcuiar path and p erforated piate 




syfe&e^uefiU© directing the excess powder back to the first oath subsequent to step 
di.pewd«f--!j^tf^e-fje#GFali9a. 

25. (Original) A method according to claim 24, cofnprising removing said excess 
powder by the acte of a wiper. 

26. {Currently amended) The metiiod according to claim 1 , comprising tl^ further 
followins step s subsequent to step f): 

Q) i) withdrawing the co mp actina pin from the perforatfo n through the first 
ouening, an d 

11) repeating steps bH) at ieast once n -o:e to inad anoti^er conta iner with a 

feaa6fe<:8 b S& b y th $ a (?lioCTQfa.t^^ ^ p i n . 

27. (PrevlGusly presented) A method according to ciaim 1, wherein directing powder 
into the closed-oif perforation and transfer into the container is a co.ritinucus step. 

28 -31. (Cancelled) 

32. (Currently amended) A rrjethod according to claimj. 34, wherein the powder 
is compacted to a volume of between 50 and 108% of the originai volume of powder 
in the closed-cjff perforation. 
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33. (Original) A method according to elalm 32, whgrein the powder is compacted to 
a volume of between 70 and 90% ef the original voiume of powder in the c!ossd-pff 

perforation. 

34 - 36. (Cancelled) 

37. (Previously pmsenisci) A method according to claim 1, wherein the container is a 
biind cavity. 

38. (Currently amended) ,A method according to ciairn 37, wherein the blind cavity is 
selected from the group consisting of a blister pocket, an injectio n moided mmiMM 
plastic pocket, a capsule and a bulk container. 

39. (Previousiy presented) A method according to claim 1 , additionaiiy comprising 
appiying a lid to the container to prelect ine contents therein. 

40. (Currently amended) A method g' .:-Oi:o id::^q to ciairr^ 1 for loading each of plural 
blisters arranged in series on an eicnyat;;' ; ^ x^-r -.nr;::- vvith a defined quantity of 
powder g ggKkssl. wherein the perforations are arranged in series on the circular path 
and each perforation is associated wi^ its own blartking pin and compacting pin g,n<3- 
wherein the method wh^ comp.nses: 

a) cios ing off each per'orauon with ii s assooiaxu pjank iriq pi;^ in step b) 
p|yFal-psrfGratk>ns in a perforated plate. sa:d tW<^.4 pGr-foiat4ii^s- t^ 



^ directing powder into St^id piurat eachciosed-off perforations, in step d') 
by the sweeping action of Stsja-first director blade spaooci from -aai^ 



compacting said powder in each closed-off perforation in step e) by 

insertino the associated cornoactins pin into the cl osed-off perforation through 
the first opening: and 

s) trgnsJerring v-^s ccmoactod rjovvder contents from the second ooeninq 
of each oi' ^e-i>effwafer+s P.eno.'.§.ii2IL^o a corresponding blister ol said 
elongate bi^stsr strb ^n 3Lep f) py vy incrawinc} the associated biankinQ pin 
from each perforatig-i inrpugh ihe seco nd opening and moving the assodated 
compacting pin towards the second o pening. 7 
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sh a r a Gl Q rizep b y rel a iv 8 rotaiy motion of th e p e ffor a t e d p i at s and g ai d f i rst di m oto r 

41 . (Currentfy amended) A method according to clainrj 40, wtserein in step e) n.®ach 
perforation of the perf orated plate is serially bFOugiht into registration with ths 
corresponding blister of the blister strip, 

42. (Originai) A method according to ciaim 41 , wherein at registration the perforated 
piate is rotating arid the blister strip is movir^ on a linear paith. 

43. (Previousiy presented) A method according to clairn 1 , wherein tSie powder 

comprises a medicament. 

44. (Original) A method according to clair^ 43, wherein the medicament is selected 
from the group consisting of albuterol, saimeterol, fluticasone propionate and 
beclomethasone dipropionate and salts or solvates thereof and any mixtures thereof. 

45 - 87. (Cancelled) 

Please add the following new Csaims 

88. (new) A method according to claim 1, v^^rein step c) is carried out by tt?e action 
of a v«psr. 

89. (new) A method according to claim 40, wherein each of steps b), d), e) and f) are 
perfonrsed serlaiiy on the perforaaons. 
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90. (naw) A meiJiGd cjf loading eaclh of plural blisters aixanged in series on an 
eiojigate Msier s&ip wflt5 a ciefined quantity of powder, which comprises providing 

a perforated plate In the form of a planar disk having plisral perforations 
arranged in series on a circular ^fe on the disK, each perforation extending 
from a first opening in a first side (rf th© disk to a second opening in a secortd 
side of the disk; 

a piuraiity of bianfcing j^ns and compacting pins, arranged stsch Iftat and eadv 
peffora^on of said perforated piate is associated with its own bianKing pin and 
compactirig pin; and 

a first director biade spa(^ from the first side of tfie disk; 

w^ierein tiie methcKi aiso comprising tiie steps of: 

a) havsng relative rotary moSon of tiie perforated plate and said first director 
blade with powder being disposed on tie first side of ti^e perforated plate on a first 
paiJi ttiereon Which is different from the circular path; and 

the method further comprislrjg ^e foitowfng steps while there is said relative rotary 
motion; 

b) dosing off each of the perforations in ^© 6i$k by inserting an associated 
blanking pin into the perforation tiirough the second opening; 

c) directing powder from the ftrst path onto the circular path; 

d) directing powder on the circular path into each said ciosed-cff psrforaijdn 

by the sweeping action oi a first director biade; 

e) corT^pacting said powder In each eloaed~off perforation by inser^ng an 
associated cQmpacting pin into tfte eiosed-off perforation trough the first opening; 

f) transferring the compacted powder contents of the pesforatton from the 
second opening of each perforation to a cdrresponding blister of said elongate blister 
strip by 
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i) withdrawing the associated blanking pin fnoiti each perforation through 
Itie second opening to reopen Sie perforation, 

ti) placing tha container in registration with the second opening, and 

iii) moving the compacting pin towards the second opening to transfer the 
compacted powder coritents into the blister containen 

and 

g) withdrawing the compacSng pin from tie perforatfon through the first 

opening 

¥/herein each of steps b), d), e) and f) and g) are perfomied serially on the 
perforations. 
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